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Inspire Believe Achieve 
 

 

Our aim is to inspire and encourage our children to believe in their ability to succeed through learning. This vision will 

enable them to achieve and succeed in reaching their full potential and beyond, now and for their future. 

 

Head teacher update 

With the summer holidays almost upon us, it seems unbelievable that yet another school year end is approaching. We 

wish good luck to our Y6 pupils as they move forward in their education. We are very proud of them all and sure that 

they will continue to do well and be a credit to our school. We are delighted that 100% of them achieved 25 m 

swimming award, making us one of the best schools at providing swimming in the country. The Y6 leavers’ service will 

take place at the church at 09:30 on the 21st July 2015. All parents and carers are welcome to attend. After the service, 

the Y6 pupils will be invited to go up the tower of the Church. Parents and carers of Year 6 pupils are also invited to the 

traditional ‘Leavers’ Assembly’ which will take place at 9.15 am on Tuesday 19th July. Sports day, weather permitting, 

will be on the 15th July- KS1 in the morning and KS2 in the afternoon. All parents and carers are invited to our school 

picnic on that day. Move up day is in on the 1st July 2016 and then every Monday morning until the end of term. Mrs  

Halden will be with Y1 on these occasions. School reports will be out on the 19th July 2016.  

 

Regional Training Centre 

As a school we are immensely proud of the computing provision that we provide. The fact that every child has their 

own iPad gives us to the opportunity to personalise learning in a way that we never could before, and allows the 

children to learn freely and at their own pace. We are also very proud of the fact that our hard work and effort in 

embedding the iPads into our curriculum has been recognised by Apple themselves who, earlier in the year, granted us 

the title of “Apple Regional Training Centre.”  

 

On May 25th we welcomed over 60 teachers from different schools and educational settings to Whaplode to celebrate 

the launch of this initiative and showcase the provision that we would be making over the coming academic year. Being 

an Apple Regional Training Centre (or RTC for short) not only brings an exceptional amount of pride and gravitas with 

it but also the opportunity to reach out to other schools who use iPads and help them to develop their practice in the 

same way that we have. 

 

The evening was a resounding success and one of the high points was the exceptional presentation given by the digital 

leaders who prepared a ten minute talk on how they use their iPads in class and gave some wonderful examples of the 

work that they do. They were truly fantastic and I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to them. 

 

This is an extremely exciting time for the school as we are now able to offer training to schools from around the county 

and really showcase the fantastic work that our children and staff are doing with their devices.                   Mr Copeman 

 

P.E Update  

Summer term is always a busy time for P.E in school and this year is no different. Year 5 and 6 have now achieved 

Mr Lunn’s Swimming Challenge of 100% of children swimming 25 metres and 11 children from both classes 

swimming 50 metres! Year 6 also showed great commitment and courage during June when they visited a mobile 

climbing wall. Last week Reception visited Lutton Primary School for an EYFS Mini Olympic Sports Day. Great fun 

was had by all children who took part and lots of certificates and medals were given out.  

Dodgeball Competition 

On Wednesday 13th July we will be entering a team of Year 3 and 4 children and a team of Year 5 and 6 children into a 

Sport2day dodgeball competition in Holbeach.  

Sports Day 

We are holding Sports day on Friday 15th July and we are following the same format as last year. Reception and Key 

Stage One events begin in the morning at 10.45am and will finish for lunch at 12.00pm. Keys Stage Two events will 

begin at 1.15pm and run until 3.pm. Parents may stay for a picnic lunch with their child on the school field if you wish. 

If you are staying for lunch, please beware we are a nut free school and alcohol cannot consumed on site.     Mr Ruck 

 

Swimming 
Yet again all the children have worked hard during their swimming lessons.  During these sessions we have been 

working on front crawl, back stroke and breast stroke.  Pupils have achieved a wide range of distance certificates, which 

include 5m, 10m, 25m and 50m.  We have also been working on our swimming skills such as push and glides, star 

shaped floats, tucked floats and retrieving objects from the bottom of the pool. 



Year 5 and 6 will have an opportunity to play a few games of mini water polo.  All pupils are going through the process 

of learning about the water safety code and I have worked with some classes on completing some water safety work 

sheets.  Mrs Adie has kindly agreed to take an assembly on water safety. 

After school swimming lessons have been completely full and the children have further improved their stroke and 

swimming skills.  A number of children in the beginner’s class are now out of armbands.  Due to demand we are 

increasing the number of after school lessons by adding another half an hour from next year.  So classes will be as 

follows: 3:30pm to 4pm Beginners, 4pm to 4:30pm 5 to 10m, 4:30pm to 5pm 25m to100m.  If you would like your 

child to take part in the after school lessons please get your child’s name down on our waiting list which is held at 

reception.  I would very much like to thank all the parents for their support especially for the after school lessons and 

booster groups that have been put on during the school day.  Also a big thank you to our two wonderful receptionists 

who have been in charge of issuing the swimming certificates.          Coach Kirsty 

 

Attendance 

Overall school attendance currently stands at 96.2%.  It has been pleasing to see how competitive our classes have been 

this year, as they have battled against each other to become the class with the best attendance for the year. We are 

delighted to inform you that Year 3 are the winning class with 97.2% attendance overall. They will be awarded their 

class prize shortly.   

This year we have seen a noticeable reduction in the number of families removing their children from school for 

unauthorised holidays and we would like to thank you all for your continued support in this matter. 

 

After School Clubs 

Games Sports Club run on Mondays by Mark Angel will be the only after school club that will be running on the last 

week of term (w/c 18th July).  The last sessions of Soccer Stars will be the 12th & 13th July. 

 

Hot meals 

Please be aware that the food provider (A Country Kitchen) has advised us that the chicken and tuna rolls contain 

mayonnaise.  The deadline to order meals for the first week of term 1 (w/c 5th September) is 9am on Monday 18th July.  

If you would like any meals for week commencing 12th September the orders must arrive into the school office by 9am 

Monday 5th September. 

 

Breakfast Club 

As from 5th September 2016 our breakfast club daily fee will increase to £1.50 per session, per child.  The increase in 

fee is to cover staffing, food, equipment and day to day running costs. 

 

School Disco 

If anyone would like to volunteer to help and offer to face paint at the summer disco we would be grateful. 

The times have changed, please note KS1disco is from 5:45pm – 6:45pm, KS2 disco is from 6:50pm – 7:50pm. 

 

Afternoon Teas 

Thank you for those that came and enjoyed the afternoon tea. Despite the weather, a good time was had by all and a 

total of £135 was raised. 

 

Farmers Market 

On Wednesday 20th July we will be holding a Farmers Market. If anyone would like to volunteer and help with the 

stalls, or have any local produce they could provide, please let the office staff know. 

 

Summer Fete 

Thank you to all those who attended and to all that worked so hard to make the fete possible. The event was really well 

supported and we thank everybody for their generosity.  The swimming pool committee are delighted to announce that 

£1602 was raised.   

  

Swimming Pool Committee 

We would like to thank BGL group for their kind donation of £200 to the Swimming Pool Committee towards the 

running costs of the swimming pool. 

 

Parking Reminder 

Some local residents are finding difficulty in accessing their drives and homes due to school parking. Please be 

considerate when you park and think about the local residents.  

 

Golden Ticket Draw 
We are very pleased to announce that our Golden Ticket winners have been drawn in a special Celebration Collective 

Worship.  We would like to thank MT Coaten Decorators and Millgate Garden Maintenance for their generous 

donations of prize money.  The KS1 winner is India Creek and the KS2 winner is Ellie Hill.  Both children have 

received a £120 voucher to spend at Gibbons Cycle shop in Spalding.  Well done. 

 

 



 

 

Dates for your diary  

4th July move up Monday morning 

4th July Golden ticket winners 

11th July move up Monday morning 

12th July Non-uniform day in aid of Water Aid 

12th July 1:30pm Upper KS2 performance 

13th July Y3/4 & 5/6 Dodgeball Tournament at William Stukeley 

13th July 6:30pm Upper KS performance 

14th July Y5+6 Hunstanton Trip 

15th July KS1 and KS2 Sports day and school picnic 

18th July Move up Monday morning 

19th July Y6 leavers collective worship in school for parents and carers 09:15 

19th July 2016 Reports home today 

20th July 2016 Farmers Market 

20th July 2016 School disco – please note different times 

21st July 2016 Leavers Church service 

21st July End of term 
 

 

Term Dates 

 

Term 1  Monday 5th September 2016 to Friday 21st October 2016 

Term 2  Monday 31st October 2016 to Tuesday 20th December 2016 

Term 3  Wednesday 4th January 2017 to Friday 10th February 2017 

Term 4  Monday 20th February 2017 to Friday 31st March 2017 

Term 5  Wednesday 19th April 2017 to Friday 26th May 2017 

Term 6  Monday 5th June 2017 to Wednesday 19th July 2017  

 

Staff training days are: 

Thursday 1st September 2016 

Friday 2nd September 2016 

Wednesday 21st December 2016 

Tuesday 3rd January 2017 

Tuesday 18th April 2017 
 

 
 

  


